oOi         CHAITANYA   AND   HIS   COMPANIONS,
Not only  did  tlie  influence of the Vaisnava
worthies   manifest itself  in investing the shrine
with  material  glories   hut   the   presence of the
scholars  and   devotees   served  to  turn it into a
reputed centre of learning which drew   scholars
from all parts of India. In Vrndavana Sanatana,
Rupa and their   nephew  Jiva   wrote their great
classical works  in   Sanskrit  which will be dealt
with     in  my    lectures    as     Reader    to    this
University. 1 shall there treat  of the wonderful
activities  which  characterised  these   Vaisnavas
in    Vrndavana,     and    their    achievements   in
theology,   poetry,   rhetoric    and   jurisprudence.
Not only did the followers of   Chaitanya muster
strong  in  that  ancient   shrine,   but those who
professed the  three  other  creeds  amongst the
Vaisnavas, as already enumerated, were inspired
by Chaitanya  and  his  followers  to  show great
activities and propagate  their   views  from  this
common   centre   of  Vaisiiavism.   The followers
of Vallabhaeharya  specially   (called   the   Gokul
Gosains)   dwell at the present day in a very con-
siderable number at Vrndavana.    Many temples
of the  place  belong  to this  sect.    But  Vrnda-
vana of the  present  clay  with her architectural
glories,   her  great  learning  and the reputation
of the unspotted  lives of  her greatest  Vaisnava
worthies  is  essentially marked   by the influence
of Bengal.    It  is   Chaitanya and   his   followers
who  have  raised  this  place of ancient renown
from a neglected,,  forgotten and almost deserted